mainly with these survivals, particularly on the Baltic islands of Aland, being based on documentary and pictorial evidence. It is fascinating to observe how closely the laws controlling lepers followed the biblical originals, and the comparison of nineteenth-century Baltic leprosy with that of medieval England is most illuminating and helpful to our historical appraisal of the disease. There is an appendix of translated documents which have been used as source-material. The book is well produced, amply illustrated, and moderately priced.
EVERETT MENDELSOHN, PETER WEINGART and RICHARD WHITLEY (editors), The social production of scientific knowledge, Dordrecht and Boston, D. Reidel, 1977, 8vo, pp. vii, 294, [no price stated] . The publishers plan a series of sociology of science yearbooks, and this is the first title in it. Each will consist of papers devoted to a particular topic, and this volume is made up of eleven essays by ten authors. They are arranged in three groups: 'The institutionalisation of the sciences: changing concepts and approaches in the history and sociology of science'; 'Social relations of cognitive structures in the sciences'; 'Social goals, political programmes and scientific norms'.
Historians of medicine will be especially interested in the first of these sections, especially in Professor E. Mendelsohn's excellent paper, 'The social construction of scientific knowledge'. On the other hand, more sociological topics will haveless appeal. Nevertheless, this is a commendable work, and future titles in the series, The dynamics of science and technology (1978) and Countermovements and sciences (1979) , will expand further the important subject, the sociology of science.
